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Tus to the ſuppoſed Author of 
| u ee on Lord Bolin gbr s Phil 
S Vader this character, i deed e 


following * 2 
y x which are, in truth, 
little--miore thah your own Remarks, 0 
teandferred- from your! Patrician, 05 this Plex 
belan Naturaliſt. hs f | 
Permit me to t W 
ed and for ever * ted the 
lucubtutions of that unhappy  Noblethan 5 
wits} in üer (Has demnas db the Wh! Po: 
litician to aſſiſt im impreff ing the belief of 4 
moral Governor on the minds of men, was 
o for ſaken of every patriot pays as to la- 
dour with all his might to exclude the Cre- 
or from his Works, and by the doctrine bf 
L. 22 1 B an 
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pos, 


x right tothe | 


philoſophical | 
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F 
| 22 from the F2eaw-or-Gop: 
It became the eminence of your character 
to to go forth againſt this bold invader of Hea- 


Your conqueſt was complete. And 
as the fruit of it, but 
ſubdu- 


pers | 


when could. one expect 
that, this chieftain of, Impiety. 
| 2 the rabble of the enem would d 
Kea nai you; at leaſt that they would 
y again, till in future times hos other 
Champion of their cauſe, as illuſtrious by his 
Gra and quality, ſhould ariſe- to a 
them to the charge. . 


But, alas I- the irreligious Spirit, 
may be diſgraced, is not ſo eaſily ſu 
A public had time 2 
2 denn a puny, Dialecticia from 
orth, (for as Eraſmus. long ſince ob- 


_y Seng Drarzcrieis AR Gurt 
ndiuntur.), all over armed with doukts and 


diiſputation, ſteps forth into his place and, 


with the ſame beggarly troop of routed: ſo- 


Pins, comes again to the attac. 
But now, as the enemy is ſo cantempeible, 
5 the danger io little preſſing, you may 
well enjoy your repoſe, and leave it to ſome 
inferior hand to chaſtiſe his inſolence. And 
the very weakeſt may be equal to this at- 
tempt. For nothing remains but to emp WA 
againſt him the weapons, which you 


- furniſhed; in a word, to draw again — 


ſword 
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ſhould be found as mean as thoſe 


ner hot 8 
To this IH =—_ 


e Kale Of your ral ou 
mate my endeavours. « And if 


verſary, this circumſtance would not dif- 
he conteft would only be 


courage me | 
mere 4qual ; and in ſuch a quarrel the ſeri- 


ous advocate for Religion would =_ 
owe” his ſucceſs to thin but 
oem 2 7 Ki : MA 


utries concerni 5 
nd if, haply, any ſuch . — ſhould 
be raiſed, tho' 1 have my reaſons for — 
a little on the reſerve with you, ſomethin 8 
at leaſt I could be content to hazard for y 
ſatisfaction. * 

Of my Perſon, indeed, I muſt have leave 
to make no difcovery. And to tell you the 
truth, I have taken ſuch effectual precauti- 
ons as to that ar, that 1 venture to 
ſay you will never know more of me than 
you do at prefent. You may believe, if you 
B 2: pry 


dn be fit 
mige. f the. 


3 Wi your views. _— 4 
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But "notwithſtanding, this i intimacy with 


the. and advancement 


you, which might be juſtly ſuſpected of cre- | 


ting a bias in moſt minds, he. arrogates,. fo 
bal the merit of, judging of, you; mare 
freely, . nay to be plain with you, more ſe- 


vereſy, an perhaps, your enemies thæm- 
ſelves, He is ——— apprehenſive of be; 


d.moſt watchful writers are liable, And 


TH. * 


- 


. Ing miſled or , impoſed upon in matters of 
this high concern: he conliders the difficul, 
- ty of the ſubjects; the falcination of fayou- 
xite principles; the errors. to which the beſt 
_ 8 in che world who, gut of a. 


fondneſs | 


I LY ul. a 
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n word; the Avon eg theſe Remwrks N 
; ve 


u be [approves your 
vvould not have made uſe of them, even i 


this ſervice. Ie thinks:thiere ib ben ud 
Reaſonings; or he would 
of them upon 68 


conviction in 
not have tried the 
there, and leaſt of all upon ſo captious; vere 


ſatile, and evaſive a writer as Him, — 
whom he is here concerned. But what he 


takes upon himſelf to ſay he is moſt conſt 
dent of, is your zeal for the interefts'of druth 
and virtue ; without which; whatever merit 
there might be in your writings, he could 


have no complacency in the writer. n 


In ͤconſequence of this laſt Judgment, 
which he forms of you, he hath not ſcrupledl 
to adopt your manner of compoſition, as well 
28 — > He knows what the gentle 

reader thinks of it. But he is not bs of 
thoſe cool oppoſers of Infidelity, who can 
reaſon without earneſtneſs, and confute with- 
out warmth. : He leaves it to others, to the 
ſoft Divine and courtly Controverſialiſt, to 
combat the moſt flagitious tenets with ſere. 
nity ; or maintam the moſt awful of religi- 
ous truths in a way, that miſleads the un- 
| reader into an opinion of their making 
but little impreſſion on the writer's own heart. 


For himſelf, he freely owns: he is apt to 


kindle as he writes; and would even bluſh 
to repel an inſult on ſenſe and virtue with 


leſs 


1 
laß vigourther every honeſt man e 
ed — iso. Cale, 

A de lame dime he h; not ſo blinded by 
his zeal. as. ta overlook a difference on oc A- 
S 
ength; 18 £ 
content toJofien his polemics a little; not in 
cmplaiſanee to ſuch 1 but in confor- 
* to his ſubject. Vet to put matters at 
loweſt. he ,remembers, what | the. cha- 
rater of 2 ſhould be, as delivered by 
2 great Maſter— Murr, ET CUM. GA 
VITATE, FACETIZ : QUODQUE DIFFICILE 
EST, IDEM ET PERORNATUS ET BREVIS. 
And if he ſhpuld not be thought to have catch- 
ed the ſpirit of it ſo fully, as you have done 
on certain occaſions, he, pretends at leaſt to 
have had this character i in view, and to have 
copied it, as he was able; tho at the hazard, 


be foreſee, of paſſing with the too delicate 


This, Sir, is the whole of what he thinks 
fit to declare of himſelf. For the Remarks 
themſelves, - which are here offered you, he 
pretends, only, that they are ſuch as occurred 
to him on a ſingle reading of the Eſſay; that 
they were entered haſtily on the margin, as 
he went along; and that he now tranſcribes 
them with little or no variation, for the pu- 
blic uſe. Nor let that Public take it amiſs 


&om the writer, that he treats. them with 
I this 


Wen te We learned reader. He would 
of a *vacant hour in (expoſing 10 
ne of edery man, that cn read, the 
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01 l ee Bes to de wich, is a Ve 
teran in this dark and deadly-trade of Irrel. 
But a concert 
ae of his; juſt —_— 
public and: entitled, - fon Debt 9A 750m. 
And of: thee" Pour, I confine myſelf tolthe 
Fiksr, which bears the/pottentous narne of 
an Eſſay, On the natural hf o of Religion! 
The purpoſe: of ix is to effablith* Nawyve | 


RIS on the ruins” of Rax „ f 
which; whether under Paganiſm und/ Poly: | 


theiſm, or under Revelation and the doctrine 
of che Unity, he proſeſſes to give the“ Na 
nan Hisro xx 


1 that, 


1 here let me obſerve it bb eg | 
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Mile, e be be not et got to Tin, be | 
Ae the advance and apptoaching 
tim ih borders of it; having been in he 
dregs f Atheiſm when he wrote h R pit 
curean arguments againſt the being of a, God. 
Sõmietitne er other he may come to 04 ſenſes. 

| A; few. animadverſions on * 

us ma help him forwards. T "thing: 'y 
full of curioſities: And the very title-page, 
_— demands nene N 

enn Beide 
Tur Narva At Hurour or RI Aden, 
- Youiaſk, why he chuſes to give: it this 
tide. Would not he Mara! bifory. bf; Mete- 
ors be full as ſenſible as the Natural biſlory 
of Ragin? Wichout doubt. - Ipdeed had 
he given the | hiſtory of what he himſelf - 
ald upon us for the only true Reli 


of à God, the Croatot and Phyſical Pre- 
ſerver, but not moral Governor of — world, 
the title of Natural would have fitted it 
well. becauſe all Morality 1 is exalyapdl from 
the Idea. 

But Ahe ſel Philoſopher is never wir- | 

| anchb Reaſons. It is to inſinuate, that 
what the world calls Religion, of which he 
undertakes to give the hiſtory, is not found 
ed: in de JUDQMENT, but in the PAss 0 
only. However the expreſſion labours mi- 


ſerablyy a5 it does thro all his profound Lur 
8232128801 Cubtations. 


gion, namely, NaruxALisz, Or the. beligrf 


| Gesten. And where „e ente 
he who diſdains to think in the mode of 
' common ſenſe, ſhould be unable to expreſs. 
| - Himſelf in Ne ee 


guage As 
As every Inquiry which - regards Religion 


(6 ſays that reſpeQtable Perſonage) it of the 


emportance, there are two queſtions in 
—— which challenge our principal at- 


rention, ro wit, that concerning its foundation 
in reaſon, and that cancer ning its ORIGIN IN 
HUMAN NATURE S. 

Hlere we ſee, e 
And what he aims at is not hard to find. 
The queſtion is, whether he has hit the 
mark. I am afraid, not. And then the 
diſcovery of his aim is only the detection of 
His ignorance. In a word, it is a nion 
without a difference. 


ie defied a. Antena! 


animal, then his Nature, or what our Phi- 
loſopher calls human Nature, muſt be a ru. 


tional Nature. But if fo, a FOUNDATION IN 


RE ASON and an ORIGIN IN HUMAN NA- 


TURE are not too different predicates, but 


one and the ſame only in different expreſ- 
fions. Do I fay, therefore, that our Philo- 
ſopher had no meaning, becauſe he was un- 
able to expreſs any? Far be that from the 


P. 1. Nat. Hift, of Religion. © e 
| * — Reverence 


— 


N | | | \ 14: "I 
Reverence due to this Rectifier of Prej 
My at preſent is not to his —woul 
logy but his Logic. By Origin in human 
Nature he meant, Origin in the fancy or 
Paſſions. For that Religion, which has the 
origin, here deſigned, is what the world 
calls RELIGION ; — this he 3 into 
in or ſuper tion: As that Religion 

nn — foundation in reaſon is — 2 
9 —＋ Marv RALISM, the Religion of 
Philoſophers like himſelf, and which he en- 
deavours in this Eſſay to eſtabliſſn. 

But do not believe, 1 intend to meddle - 
with this Religion of Philoſophers any further 
than — it to the public contempt, as 
it deſerves. Even I ſhould be finely employ- 
ed, not to ſay you, to enter into a formal 
confutation of . David Hume's Natura 
e However I think it incumbent on me 

ove, that this is indeed the Religion 

which this honeſt man means to recommend 
in his Natural Hiſtory. For ſo heavy a 
charge ought never to be made without 
good evidence to ſupport it. | 

In his third Section, at the 16th page, "0 
makes UNKNOWN CAUSES the origin of what | 
men call Religion, that Religion which his 
Hiſtory pretends to inveſtigate. © Theſe 
* UNKNOWN CAUSES, ſays He, become the 
e conſtant object of our hope and fear; and 


5 While tho paſſions are kept in perpetual - 
C2 S alarm 


or tbe 


= 
— 
A — 
— K — 
= ET . 


40 en by an n 


= - — 


———— 


q 
| 
| 
f 
| 


on of the 
3 the imagination is *cqually em- 
<< in forming ideas of thoſe, powers, 
7 n which we have ſo entire a depen- 
«<> dance.” le then goes on to acquaint us 
with the original of theſe uyKyowN CAvSES. 
Could men anatomlze Nature, 


to the moſt probable, at leaſt the inoft 


e intelligible philoſophy, they would _ 
te that theſe-Cauſes ate nothing but the par 


* ticular fabric and ſtructure of the — f 


oy PARTS OF THEIR OWN BODIES Ax p or 


ER TERNVAL OBJECTS; and that, by a fegu- 
* lar and conſtant machinery, all the events 


ure produced, about which they are ſo 
* much concerned. But this Philoſophy - 


dexereds the comprehenſion of the - ot 
. rant moltitude” “. a 


Here we ſee, the original of theſe un- 
known cauſes is nothing but the refalt of 
MATTER and MoTION. And again, The 
% Vulgar, that is, indeed, ALL MANKIND, | | 
e A fe excepted, being ignorant and un- 
0 inſtructed, never eu their contem- 

© plation to the Heavens, ot penetrate by 
e their diſquiſitions into the 8£ CRET sR 
% TURE OP VEGETABLE'O0R ANIMAL BODIES 3 
1 ſo as to diſcover a ſupreme mind or origi- 
0 nal providence, Which beſtowed” order on 
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«2 of Nature. They conſider 
« 8025 mirable works in a more confined 
« and ſelfiſh view; and finding their * 5 

e happineſe and miſery to depend on the 
« ſecret influence id: Unten concur- 
« rence of external objects, they regard, 
« with attention, the UNXNOWN-/ 
% CAUSES, Which. govern all theſe natural 
events, and fliſtribute pleaſure and pain, 

« good and ill, by their powerful, but ſi- 
& lent, on. The UNKNOWN" CAUSES 
< are ſtill appealed to, at every emergence; 
e and in this general appearance or confuſed 


« ; 


image, ate the — objects of hu- 
« man hopes and fears, wiſhes and appre- 
« henſions. By degrees, the active imagina-. 
bs „ tion of amen, uneaſy in this abſtract con- 

* ception of objects, about which it is in- 
* ceſlantly employed, begins to render them 
* more particular, and to cloathe them in 
* ſhapes more ſuitable to its natural com 
% henſion. It tepreſents them. to be ſen- 
« ſible,” intelligent beings, like mankind ; 
* actuated by love and hatred, and flexible 

„ by gifts and entreaties, by prayers and ſa- 
« crifices, HzNCE THE ORIGIN or RELI- 
* G: And bence the origin of idolatry ar 
9 Pohrbeiſn 9 

The 1 excepted out of the whole race of 
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are, we ſee, our 

; with their Pedler's wear, 7 11 of 
ate by their diſquifitions ' 


wiſe a: 
of the intti of matter and mation. 
All this | 240 how deſirdus our Eſſay iſt 


any thing elſe than Naturaliſm (or the belief 


af a — and Phyſical Preſerver, but not 


Moral Governor) by the Religion he would 


recommend in the place of that Phantom, 


whoſe phyſical, or rather metaphyſical, hi- | 
ſtory he is writing. For this Phantom of a 


Religion, which acknowledges a moral Ge- 
Vernor, ariſes, he tells us, from our 1 
af the reſult of matter and motion, caballing 
in the minute parts of vegetable and animal 


bodies. 
The form then of all he teaches is this ;- ; 


| That that Religion, of which he proſelles 


himſelf a follower, and which has zts foun- 


natal and animal 
to extract, like the Naturaliſt in Gul- 


5 1 — out f Cucumber; juſt as 
8 as this of raiſing Religion out 


, 


ens not being miſunderſtood: as meaning 


ny 


- 


dation in Reafon, is NATURALISM: and, 
That that Religion which all mankind fol- 


low, a few excepted, and of which he un- 
dertakes to give a natural hiftory, is nothing 
but Superſtition and Fanaticiſm, having its 


origin in human Nature; that is, in the ima- 
gination and the paſſions only, 
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This fully juſtifies the cenſure, which has 
deen paſſed upon him for his Fir y Great 
Britain; namely, that he owned no RETI- 
God bat 'what might be reſolved. into ' Su- 
PERSTITION or FANA TICISM ; having repre- 
ſented the eſtabliſhed Epiſcopal Church, and 
the tolerated Preſbyterian Form under the 
Names and the Ideas of Superſtition and 
Fanaticiſm. Indeed, (to do him juſtiee, 
tho with much offence, yet without mac 
malignity and contrary to his intention. For 
he ingenuoufly enough confeſſed, that he 
gave his Hiſtory that attic ſeaſoning for no 
other end than to fit 2 the 2 4 
very polite le; w virtues, havin 
a 2 at a diſtance, had, as 5 | 
_ uſual, been much exaggerated. To make 
_— however, for this falſe ſtep, he 
thought to give an ample ap 
for his adac en de of 2 
cond Volume of his Hiſtory. And this con- 
taining ſomething more than an Inſinuation 
that he believed, what his Natural Hiſtory 
of Religion ſhews he does not believe, 
namely, the truth of Chriſtianity, I ſhall 
take leave, without any ſuſpicion of being 
thought to go out of my way, to conſider 1 
paragraph by par agrar. 
1 This 
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in ibis *. — the fr 


'from thence drum an 1 
tage of Religion in 
raſeh and ertontou abba 

: Thus he begins his a ran + 
not every Neader of him — tins 
that he was quoting the words of an animad- 
verter upon him, im reproof of this — 


pPhiſtry; which be was going to 
—— it that had been fat 
inferente to the diſadvantag « of Religion, but 


our wile Hiſtorian hamfaff, who had ac 
knowledged no Religion hut one or other: f 


theſe ſpecieſes, Super /iztron or Fanaticiſim; and 


miſchief both of. them were to Society? The 
Reader may believe what he pleaſes; (and 


if he be a Reader of Mr. Hume, he will find 
exerciſe enough for his faith) but, this ſage 


obſervation is our Hiſtorian's own. Aud the 


pleaſantry of it, is, you are obliquely re- 
queſted to conſider it as a reproof, not of 


2 Hiſt. of Great- Bri itain, V. II. N. 449-50. 


, ofers un examples of the 5 


mer, to remurt them. Bur mluruer wont! 
wa pine = 


had dine his beſt to ſhew of what infinite 
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Ks N bebe thoſe 
row abouf chern firebragds aud dest, 


then ay, am 1 not in % ee 
2 fair, (ek ready * — oe | 
in this (perhaps -t can be Ys: 2 
tle elſe) for i 1 10 gh to be 11 5 that 
their 27 25 7 75 _— 1 af 
pion and Ren gien itſelf to be one and the | 
fine wing thin A "things conſidered T_ 
te, TE Mes take this 9 7 to 
his' aps to be the pleading” K* 4 
the infolent zr of an Accuſer, 20 3 090 . 


th pnarcr 4 4 convi | 
"I 7 92112 e HH Jt 
Howeyer, 1 2 . Bis firſt Volume 9 « 


ße het ſpoke of, not pt 

8 er Roo 11 vHat 1 mi! been 
priſe either he r [eee ee 12 5 
erty here, int be dôes it | 


5 e ith another, Led deff 
us; The of Religlojt is t6 reform 
| "men's rel . a Pur iH their hea ts, 125 55 
7558 tier, and 40 eenre beds ent t6"the Vans 
the kiff Mg rate. Now, was Mr. David © 
me only: playing the Phitofogh er, I ſhoultl 
take this to'be'no — than'the 22 of 
— — 22 2 
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8 W 


a rung inte inthe mind ; ſomethin fluc- 
£91 Brain of theſe Virtuo 
«a with the title of Natural Religion : 

Brit as he is writing Hiſtory, and the Hiſtory 
of Great Britain, where 
as he has fince learnt, is yet profeſſed, I can 
hardly perſuade myſelf that he can mean any 


By == and which ex 


all theſe good 
en, when he had heard fo much 


e bug-bear Counterfeits, Superfiition 
— aue was there not one Word 


ſlipt in, in recommendation of this reforming | 
Religion ? One word, in mere charity, for 
? That Strangers 


the nor of his dear country 
at leaſt (for he writes at large and for all 


mankind). might not ſuſpect, if ever indeed 


there was a true Religion amongſt us, that 

theſe Impoftors and Counterfeits had driven 

8 Tia Well; be not too haſty. 
is 


he * an admirable Anſwer ; and 


you ſhall have it in his ml 2 
it [i. e. the true ſpecies wars 
he bad juſt defined] fur ſues 5 
purpoſes, its 
are ſecret and filent, and ſeldom come under the 
zance of hiſtory. The adulterate ſpecies 

b alone, which * Faction, animates 
| Sedition, 


= 
Religion of Feſus,. 


other, than a Religion whoſe abode is in the 
tes into virtuous - 
pradtice ; and is therefore indeed capable. of 


be (oaks of | 


ations, 0 inſinitely 59 2 


bw . — 
© Sahne, e e Ad Ges "il 
2 on the open theatre of the 22 is 
fource of Revolutions and public Con- 

' The © Hiſtorian therefore has ſcarce 

| any occafion to mention "other hind of Rei- 
gion,” and he may maintain the big 


7 regard 
for true piety, even while be expoſes al the apuſes 
| of the falſe. 


80 it ſeems, that what reforms men's lives, 
ies their bearts, inforces moral duties, and 
ſecures obedience to the laws of the civil magi- 
ſtrate, is not worth a wiſe Hiſtorian's Notice. 
If it were, he gives a very cogent reaſon why 
he ſhould bring it to the N Notice of his readers 
like wiſe, for he tells us that the effects of 
this are sECRET and s1L INT. Should not 
the Hiſtorian therefore lend a tongue to this 
powerful but modeſt directreſs of human 
life, and bring her in all her luſtre into our 
acquaintance ? But ſhe ſeldom comes under the 
cognizance off Hiftory. More ſhame for theſe 
falſe maſters of the Ceremonies who ſo ſcan- | 
dalouſly abuſe their office. 
- Then it is, the Hiſtorian ſhines when he 
celebrates that aduſterate ſpecies of Religion, 
which inflames faction, ani mates ſeditian, and 
ts rebellion: For then it is that to theſe 
public Miſchieſs he may add his own, and 
under the cover of the adultergte Jpectes in- 


culcate to the people that all Religion is either 
| iuper flitron or 2 


9 


T ; 


"tte ung not 
other d. 9 n N e 


Wrete 


[ ” as | 
His purpoſe, atone) 5 
to write ſober hiſtory, how - 
0 it Dy enter into his head, that it was 
t leaſt cqually his buſineſs. to explain to 
e chat thing is which makes | 
Hb as what that is Which makes It 
| 5 miſerable? 1 the honeſt 
man let us turn to the able writer, for in that 


light too he ſeems to have failed. It appears 
to me à matter of much r 


that we -ſhould be brought 
true religion and its bleflings, 
falſe andall its miſchiefs : Becauſe how ſhall 
we be able to avoid the latter, under our ig 
-noranee of the former, without running int 


than with the 


the oppoſite extreme, and profeſſing no reli- 


gion at all? Now, tho this 


our hiſtorian would be at, yet he has found 
y experience, his Readers are not lo. ready 
to follow he is to led. 


Had our Hiſtorian only 3 the 
Dignity * his Subject, in this too he would 
have found a great difference; ot if he could 

not, a great example at leaſt was before his 


eyes, to- have pointed out that difference; 


Lord Bacon, in his hiſtory of Henry VII. 


This, which in many pee is a model for 


this kind of writing, is much larger and 


more preciſe in the account of thoſe Laws 


by which Henry 


laid the foundation of, a 


ng and happy Kingdom, than of che 


1 


Inſurrections 


acquainted with 


perhaps is What 


i 


- %. 


£« 1) 
Beese Rebellions which diſturbed 
own. reign, Had he taken dur Author? 
route, and n the cenſure ſo ju 
to it; I apprehend he had made a very fookſh 
figure his contemporaries 
ſterity, by an apology of this kind; The proper 
office of Laws is to reform men's lives, to in- 
Force all maral duties and to ſecure obedience. to 


the civil Magiſtrate ; but while they purſue - 
their ſalutary es, their operations, thi = 
infinitely va. are ſecret. and Aent, and 


ſeldom — . cogniæ auce of 
Lawns Races alnne, , which inflames. fas 
Hon, animetes Sedition, and prompts. 
is nobat e itſelf an the Men theatreaf 
the world, ant is the proper province of the n. 
an. Ou poſe this great Hiſtorian; and He 
too Was Philoſopher, had . executed 
he onge projected, the biſtary of his illuſtri- 
ous are we to believe that be- 
cauſe Walſinghant's ſalulany operations were 
done in ſecrecy and in filence, that there he 
would let them have lain; as ant coming under 
the cegni nance of iftory, and only buried him- 
ſelf i in a circumſtantial detail of the. rogue- 
ries and turbulencies of the ſons of Loyola? 
Would he not have gained more honour to 
bhimſelf, and procured more benefit to his 
reader by revealing and explaining all the 
wheels and movements of that political ma- 
chine, from which, as from the urn of a 
{| 5 Demi- 


due 


dn his country, than by unravelling' 


* * — * th. N a 4 
w AC Y * * Ig 
l : A. n 
= .- 


Demi as er at 
God, flo e 


_ © tigues of the Jeſuits which” ſpread anon L 
- rebellion and-murders all around them? 
But to ſee how differently men's bets 
are framed even amongſt great Hiſtorians. 
FTuacrros laments bitterly that his fortune 
bad thrown him in an age, when' there was 


nothing to write of but theſe horrors, fac- 


A tions, Feditions, Public convulfions and Revolu-. 

Hong. Opus appredior opimum caſibus, 
et atrox preliis, diſcors ſeditionibus, ipſa e- 
itiam pace ſævum: quatuor principes ferro 
e interempti: tria bella civilia, plura exter- 
na, ac plerumque permixta. Our Chri- 
ſtian Hiſtorian riots in theſe calamities; and 
thinks that what inſſames faction, animates 
ſeaition, prompts rebellion, and diflinguaſhes 
ihelf on the open theatre of the world, is we 

"only thing becoming the dignity of Hiftory. 

In a word, the offence he gave was for: 
calling the Chriſtian' Religion, ition 
and Fanaticiſm. He ſays, it was falſe Reli- 
| gion, not the true, which he thus qualifies. 
He is aſked then, how he came 8 ſay ſo 
much of the falſe, and nothing of the true ? 
His anſwer is, That the true does every thing 
in ſecrecy and filence, The greater occaſion 
therefore was there for him to reveal this 
noble Myſtery; for he tells us that both its 
aims and operations are mfſnitely valuable. 


It 


MEE TT EK AE att 


| comes nat under bis 


the firſt volume of his Hiſtory, under the 


#: 23 . 
. it hid, like 
a u ech, ee if, nc en wrords, it 


cagnixance, we muſt con- 
clude, that either be knows little of the mat- 
tek, or that he believes leſs. 


In concluſion, his. own, Apology: bas te- 


duced him to this Dilemma. If he fays, he | 
intends the definition of Religion here given; . 
for the definition of the Chri/tian, how came * - 


he to compriſe all Religion, as he does in 


names of Superſtition and Fanaticiſm? He 
there mentions no other ; and ſo great 
a Philoſopher could not ie of an im- 
perfect enumeration. If he ſays, he means 
Natural Religion by bis definition; he only 
fixes the charge againſt him the more ſtrong- 
2323 . —— and contempt of 

evelation. | 

Either way, you ſee, our Apologiſt comes 
off but b. | But what then ? | 


F Io be of no Religion 
Argues a. -fabtle moral Under ftanding 
 AnD IT 18 OPTEN CHERISH 5— 


Thus it has been ſaid ; and I obſerve. it for 


our virtuous Author's conſolation, notwith- 
OY the ill ſucceſs of his * 
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Velſe d, whit we have fhewn our PhA 
5 Pher <4 with the title of be 
Pimerples” 4 n Tenn r uh 

| Now, if Ri bf one ENG 

| — Teng ©prſor-1 in time to Polytheiſes, ft 
witfelbw; thar NATURAL ISM or che be⸗ 
Tepe be Cad * Phyffcal preſbrver 

is not genuin Theiſm and Religion = Becrule | 
ants to prove Polythiciſriy the firſt 


in time, Be Mas bein the I of mere 
uninſtructed nn to xiſe * tee? 


dg, nd fr 1125 of en Reaſop v the 
conſegy is, that (6 che infant 25 
world had Ky i it muſt have been 
_ 1tdupht them by "Revelation, d r 
18 10 taught,” mut be bre... eon 100 |: 

But. it is become the" era Up 
(Which, though it has been a long 5 85 a 
growing, our philoſopher hopes very ſpeedi- 
9 to eradicate) that! a belief of one = | 
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the . Governor, was the 90 Religion; 
induped thereto by the expreds afferticit of an 
antient book coptcſſedly 9 as good authority 
as any other record 5 very remote antiquity, x 
Our Philoſophet's buſineſs therefore. is to 
diproye the Fact. And how do you: think 
he ſets al at it? You ſee there ate but two- 
ways. Either to prove 4 priori, and from 
the nature. of things that Polytheiſm muſt be 
before Theiſm; and then indeed he may re: 
ject hiſtory and record: Or elſe 2 len 
and from antient teſtimony ;. in which cafe 
it will be incumbent on him to refute and 
ſet alids that celebrated record which expreſſ 
ly tells us, Theiſm was the firſt. Our honeſt 
Phitaſopher does neither. He inſiſts chiefly . 
on antient teſtimony, but is as filent con- 
cerning the Bible as if no ſuch book | 
ever been written. 
13 Bolingbroke, y ou knot, before 4 
loyed this very medium of the pri- 
any cru o Polytheiſm 1e Theil, he the 
ſame concluſion, namely, NATURALISM ; 
| but ug TG better how, to reaſon, and be- 
rhaps at that moment leſs dpd o 
infak t common ſenſe in ſo profligate a man- 
ner, he labours all he can to depreciate the 
authority of the Bible. But our North Bri- 
tiſh. Philoſopher deſpiſes his reader too much 
to ſtand upon Punctilios with him; he round- 
7 affirms that all antiquity is on his fide; | 
f Is 9” and, 


a 1 


and, 40 1 Moſes had no human. aythor 
becauſe he allows him no divine, he will 
condeſcend ſo much as to do him the honour, 
he has done Sanconiathon, of quoting him, 
tho”-it was in order to confute him. But 
you ſhall hear his own words, | becauſe his 
egre + a diſhoneſty has led him into as ti⸗ 
diculous an abſurdity. 
As far as writing or hiſtory. reaches, 
_ mankind, in antient times, appear univer- 
* fally to haye been Polytheiſts. - Shall we 
« aſſert, that, in more antient times, before 
e the knowledge of letters, or the diſcovery 
c of any art or ſcience, men entertained the 
e principles. of pure Theiſm? That is, 
« while they were ignorant and barbarous, 
2 2 diſcovered truth: But fell into erro 


r 
n as they acquired FORTS. and po- 


2. 


' 


« .liteneſs” “ 
 _ Shall we aſſert, ſays he. Why, no body 
ever aſſerted that Theifm was before Poly- 
theiſm but thoſe who gave credit to their 
bible. And thoſe who did ſb can eafily evade 
his difficulty, that it is not natural 10 thin 
that * the knowledge of letters, or the dif- 
22 ＋ 47 05 art or ſcience men entertained 

one; front ples ꝙ pure 'Theiſm ; becauſe this 
Bible tells us, that the firſt man did not gain 
the. principles c of pure Theiſm by a knowledge 


ke SPL 
e 1 
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L # 1 
= of letters or the cou art or. ſcience, .- 
but by "trap e 8 14 E. who 
had 41 into unlucky miſtakes before con- 
cerning the ſtate of Religion in South Bri- 
tain,, believed in good earneſt that we had 
burnt our bibles, and that therefore it would 
M leſs generous to inſult its aſhes, than to 
bury them in ſilence. This, 1 think, can 
only account for that virtuous aſſurance 
where he ſays, that As FAR As WRITING | 
OR HISTORY REACHES, MANKIND IN AN- 
TIENT TIMES APPEAR ' UNIVERSALLY TO 
HAVE BEEN POLYTHE1STS. And what ſy- 
ſtem do you think it is, of the origin of man- 
kind, which he eſpouſes, inſtead of the Mo- 
faic, to prove that Polytheiſm was the firſt 
Religion? No other, I will aſſure you, than 
the old Egyptian nonſenſe, which attempts 
to teach that men firſt ſtarted up like Muſh- 
rooms. In a word, the men on whoſe prin- 
ciples this wonderful Logician argues, never 
queſtioned the truth of his Theſis. To 
them therefore all this buſtle of a diſcovery 
is ridiculous and impertinent. And thoſe, 
who diſpute the fact with him, the Reli- 
gioniſts, he leaves in poſſeſſion of all their 
arguments. So they laugh at it as an idle 
dream, raiſed on the abſurdeſt of the Athe- 
iſtic principles, the Epicurean. 
To this ridicule the reader ſees, our philo- 


lopher expoſes himſelf, even if we believe 
_- 8 him 
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Him to be here ſpeaking of pure 7heiſm, in the 


| oper ſenſe of the words; that is of the be- 


World, But Ridicule may not be all which 

this mighty Thei/ "deſerves. For what; if 
our Philoſopher ould mean by his pure and 
genuin theiſm, to which he denies a priority 
of being, his favourite NaTurALIsM? 1 
ſhould not be ſurpriſed, if he did: It is but 
running his 2 philoſophie courſe, from 
knavery to nonſenſ e. 
Ihe reader, as he goes along, will fee abun- 

dant reaſon for this charge. An Eſſay, then, 
ſo de wid of all manly ſenſe, and even plau- 
fibility of reaſoning, can afford a Remarker 
go other opportunity of entertaining the pu- 
lic with him, than that of drawing the pic- 
ture of ſome of his characteriſtie features, 
ſome of the predominant qualities, of which 
be is made up. An admired Antient, I re- 
membet, has given us his opinion of this 
Godleſs Wiſdom, which ſets Heaven and 
Earth at defiance. It is according to him, 
AMAETA TIE MAAA XAAETIN, AO- 
KOYEA EPNAI METTZ TH ®PONHEIE. 
The charge is ſeyere; yet you have made 
it out, but too clearly, againſt this author's 
noble precurſor in the waſte ſpaces of Na- 
ture. I would now do as much by the diſ- 
ciple and follower; and to that end ſhall 
keep your example in view while I preſent 

| ; 8 


t " +; Wa 
the public with a few cimens of his | 
loſophical virtues, his Reaſoning; his 
itency, his Capdour,/and his Molleſly; and 


all theſe -promiſcuouſly, as riſe in the 
* 


REMARK 1. 


„ Cotwulions in Nature, be, Aifors 
ce « ders, prodigies, MIRACLES, the moſt 
e oppoſite to the plan of a wiſe ſapercinten- | 
« dent, impreſs mankind with the ſtrongeſt 
« ſentiments of religion; the cauſes of events 
« ſeeming then the moſt unknown and un- 
c accountable.” * © 
Our philoſopher Lowe He owns 
and _ the plan ntendent * 
this p. ential 1 bs ATURALISM. 
He Lark * admits ths po * of 
convulfions in Nature, diſorders ger: 
for ae conform to his ae of 
EXPERIENCE, his only of credit, and 
which therefore ſhould be his rule of right. 
Yet theſe convul/ions, diſorders, prudigies are, 
he tells us, mf e to the plan of a wiſe ſu- 
nt. Which in plain engliſh is neither 
more nor leſs than, That a wiſe ſuperin- 


c tendent croſſes and defeats his own Plan.” 
Tou aſk, how he fell into this 2 ? 


pe 44. 
Very 


— 


Very naturally. He was betrayed into; it 4 | 
his childiſh. prejudice to, MIRACLES; which 


7 "i 


happening to croſs a hurt imagination, while 
he was 3 ae eee Prodigies, as 
Mountains and Giants always met together 
in the rencounters of Don Quixote, he would 
not let them paſs without carrying with them 
ſome mark of his reſentment. And having 
 ſhewh, in a book written for that good pur- 
poſe, that MiracLes were moſt oppoſite to 
the plan of a wiſe ſuperintendent, he was not 
content to brand nage alone with this in- 
famy, but (ſo dangerous it is to be found in 
ill company) he charges the ſame villany, on 
Convulfions in nature, diſorders and 25 
things in themſelves very innocent, and by 
old experience known to have exiſted. 
Thus a laudable zeal againſt his capital 
Enemy, Mix acLzs, happening to be ill 
placed, this great philoſophic detection of one 
of the prime maſter-wheels of ſuperſtition 
labours with immoveable nonſenſe, . 


„ NR MAR K V. 


But now I have mentioned our Author's 
averſion to miracles, it may not be improper” 
juſt to take notice, in paſſing, of that capital 
argument, which he and. Lord Bolingbroke 
| have borrowed from Spinoza againſt them. 
« Itis, that they are incredible, becauſe con- 
m0 trary 


3 
« trary to all experience, * to * 4 
e bliſhed courſe of Nature 
But is not this an admirable argument? 
| A cireamſtance is u . againſt the reality of 
miracles, which muſt neceſſarily attend mi- 
racles, if there ever were any: _——y ce 
conſiſting in their being effects prod proge con- 
trary to the common courſe o Nature; and 
their end in their being effects = to 
experience. For could they be d the 
immediate work of the Lord of Nature, if 
they did not controll Nature? Or, ** 
they de eſteemed the extraordinary decla- 
ration of his will, if not contrary to our ex- 
ience of the common courſe of Nature? 
But hold a little, he will ſay. It is in- 
« deed of the efſence of 4 miracle, that it be 
« contrary to common experience. But for 
ce this very reaſon I affirm; that no miracles 
at all can ever be proper objects of Behef. 
“For why believe an event againſt all ex- 
petience, upon a teſtimony the en 
* of which is founded in Experience? 
Short and round, ut muſt be owned. But, 
Good Sir, fince you put the matter ſo home, 
one word in your ear about this ſame expe- 
rience. To what experience is it that mi- 
racles are contrary? If you mean honeſtly 
and would anſwer to purpoſe, you muſt ſay, 
0 To Experience in all such CASEs as thoſe 
* in which the exiſtence of miracles is al- 


| ledged 
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66. ledged.” ut what. experience then * ; 
miracles contradict i Where do you find your = 
Jabra, in order to draw your argument 
jence ) In the moon, or in agg 
pr the worlds which philoſophers have 
Card un e e horas? | For in the 
world: which we zr inhabit I know not 
. whit lie caſes can be pretended, What chen 


becomes of your experience ? Or, rather. how 8 


unhappy is your appeal to it, when a the 
er — we have bad, lies on the, other | 
fide?, - 4: 
* Bat this is only-s brief hint io; tha wile, 
r, in 
make his beſt of it. ” dane wg this is 
go tiins or place to purſue 1 conſideration of 
— Pane * 0 5505 


REMARK *. 


There! is a Arange4 in eee 
ment of our Author's philo ideas, oc- 
caſioned by the vain affeQation of Hogola- 
rity; ./ 
| Necthing bab emed uncontroverted, 
either 3 modern . that 
the notion of the Unity, e Pagans, 
aruſe from their Philiopters. No, ſays this 
| penetrating Sage, it came from the People; 
and that by the moſt natural progreſs in the 
world. Men's exaggerated prailes = 

1 | * compli 


particular, is left to 


_”" en Coral 4 * „ 
* and r. their Deities to the n 


n, at laſt beget the · at | 
«,tibutes.of 1 Wr and SOTO _—_— | 
*% goalie. wc! 5 Is 
gil Tun PEOPLE; fare, the peaple are the 
iced ig ht... Frolat! 10 fte 0 
Tun this — to-the South, and 
ſee them fall down before Dogs and Cats 
and Monkeys. Place them to the N och, 
and they worſhip ſtocks and ſtones. But give 
them once an Eaſtern aſpect, and they ſhoot 
out into praiſe and penegyric, which preſently 
produces a firſt Cauſe, It is pity but we could 
leave them here in quiet poſſeſſion of their 
glory. It is not my fault that we cannot, 
Our Pfliloſopher ſoems to be opproſſed with = 
his on diſcovery. be people might, 
in this manner, find. out the feſt cauſe, yet, 
he is ſenſible they knew not what to do with 
it, when they had it. They would not leave 
their falſe Gods for the true; they could. not 
bring both to à good underſtanding; they 
had neither {ill nor addreſs to aſſociate them 
together; and the true God was neither to 


be praiſed or d into an alliance with 
the falſe. — be done? Some phi-. 
loſophic fetch, much above the people, was; 
as he rightly. obſerves, neceſſary to compleat 
the ſyſtem of paganiſm. T _ the Philoſo- 
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2 8 and fiſhed all with . 
ter-Itroke. © 
it guch refined ideas, baking: Wenden dif 
4 ptoportioned to VULGAR 'COMPREHENY 
* son, remain not long in their original 

© purity; but require to be ſupported by the 
© notion of inferior mediatoti or ſubordinate 
agents, Which int betwixt mankind 
« and their ſupreme deity. Theſe demi- 
e gods or middle beings, partaking more 
of human nature, and being more familiar 
* to us, become the chief objects of devotion, 
<« and gradually recall that idolatry, which 
& 524 Lern dv rang y baniſhed by the ardent 
* prayers en patcpyiey' of timorows indi- 
« gent mottals. : 2 
/ Thus che ar, you wife, in their! n 
flights of 33 panegyrve, roſe up — | 
Siovery of a fie Cauſe ; while a ſet of wiſer 
men are called in to reſtore the mob of middle 
deities to their priſtine honours: ' And this, 
probes objects of r e rn 

e 2 

Now ſhallow men, like You or m "ould | 
fay, why all this buſtle and the bandying 
4bout of. an unjointed Syſtem? Why did not 
one ſet of workmen undertake the whole ? 
Or, if there was need of ors, how 


came the parties to act in ſo prepoſterous a 
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ond indigent ſtate, and, hea <a 
were ſo well inſumad, ſtruck, out, in a lucky 
moment, their graſs ſyſtem of Polytheiſm? 
He may ſay What he will; but nobody x 

| (all perde un but that an Author, wha 
makes ſo great 2 figure hirnſclf in the various 
walks ef Philoſupliy, would have giyen the 

honor of the Whole to his own Proteſiion 
could it have been done without dimming 
and impairing,” in ſo cspital a matter, the il 

n.. 5 
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The Getes (ſays our Hifcrien) «firmed 
« Zamolxis their Deity to be the only true 
God); and aſſerted the worſhip of all 1 
e nations to be addreſſed to 5jons and Chi- 
« mans”, 

This affertion contradicts all Antiquity, as 
— * the "Rarwiaroftha? genius of Paganiſm 
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colts Rim nothing. {143 TINT 

Now it hath . 
72 Mark of favourable diſtinction in behalf 
meu tb God 
Th del to be the” only true God; and aſſerred 
the-wwor p all oben nations' to be 


to CAE and choc: 8d far was well: 


But then he fhoutd have taken care! not! to 
very ſoon afterwards} 
where'ſ] of the univerſal genius of Pa- 
ganiſm, he tells us, '*<Jdolatry' is attended 
ie with this evident ' ateaicnine, that by limit- 


. ing the powers and functions of its deities, 


«: it naturally admits the Gods of other ſects 
&« and nations to a ſhare of divi aid ren · 


e ders all the various deities, as well as rites, 


C ceremonies or traditions,” compatible with 


each other.” * 


But as this obſervation” was not his own, 
being ſtolen from a late writer on the hiſto 
of Paganiſm, it is no wonder: he: n. 
eaſily forget it. Ne 
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quctation ed wil afford.us f 
mabuer of 8 It contains a * 
compariſon. bet wee ee and FA | 
——— and TazISM; and 
chus tus account is tated. . — 
% PRLEPHRION or 8 worthip, 
** being founded entirely in yulgar. Wader 
« jg liable to this great inconvenience, that 
any practice or apap haweyer barba- 
* rous or corrupted, may be authorized by 
2 it; and full ſcope is. leer knavery io in- 


| e on creduli e and huma-, 
<< 2 be een 8 — 2 ſyſtems 


cc bein of At the lame time, idolatry I 
y + is attended with this evident ADYANTAGE;z 
* that, by limiting the powers and functions 


« of its deities, it naturally admits the 
4 of other ſects and nations to a ſhare of di- 
65 vinity, and, renders all the various deities, 
«. as well as rites, ceremonies, or traditions, 
« — with each other. Theiſm is 
«« oppoſite, both in its advantages and pisAD- 
| « VANTAGES.*.” mM "Y * 
The advantages and diſadvantages « 95 
htheiſm are, we ſee, ſuch as ms the 
nature and. eſſence of Idolatry. Would you 
not expect that the advantages and diſadvan- 
tages of theiſm ſhould have the ſame relation 


ee nee to require it. 
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* vetſaties us prophare, and the ſubhettd of 
« djyine, as well as human vengeance” 2. 
The calumnious infinustion, in this paſs 
lage, about the origin of Ferſeention Tthe 
abaſe, and not the-reafortble conlthuence of 
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che obs of belt be Gngle, the be- 


Kees deer de 4a le; -unle6 by a druak- 
enneſs of the Und lie that which . 
doubles the abject of ſenſe, ' But then, that - 
2 neturolly negwres unity of 
ceremony, is nat ſo clear, Unity: of faith 
is neceffary, becauſe" truth, which is the | 
general obje& of faith, is hut ane, Nut whe 
ever affinmed, before gur author, chat uit 
of ceremony was neceſſary? Ceremony is o 
ly an expreflipn-of duty: And duty may be 
expreſſed a thouſand different ways. 
of civil obedience, under the - ſame - govern» 
ment; is noctſſary. Por i ani — | 
AIR to the fame Serena equally bebe 

ry 

But in the brain of this adoxical ahi. 

loſs pher Faith and 3 to have 
changed places. We fee here how he has 
* ceremonies. You ſhall ſee next how | 
ed es faith. | 

— — that © the Beyption Re: 
* ligion, tho' ſo abſurd, yet bore ſo great a 
mn 7 to the Jewiſh that the antient 


« Writers, 
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« wiſe Heathen} * 
* GENERAL AR: eee . 
ef che two se be 1 44 Ben 
TAD Tur Brus or nE 
* DoD T FRIVOLOUS" 7 DESERVE 
wy: ATTENTION hh 
Theſe wiſe'Hearbens were fhrewd cbtterd 
Us. But What them becomes of the wiſdom 
bf a much greater man, our Philoſopher 
himſelf ? who E bop > us, that the ge. 
neral aff and genius it of the two Rr. 
ligions-were" fo > Fr —— LY ame that 
were totally different. ing of 
| Revelation and Paganiſm, -or: "of Theiſm'and 
Polytheifm, he found this remarkable differ- 
ence in the" air and gem and ſpirit of the 
two Religions, that Idolatry has this evi- 
< ,denit "ADVANTAGE over TReiſm, that by. 
limiting the powers and functions of its 
<< deities, it naturally admits the Gods of 
6, Wet ſects and — to a ſhare of divini- 
and renders all the various deities,” as 
* * as rites,” ceremonies or traditions com- 
* patible with each other. Whereas in 
Theiſm, While one ſole object of devotion 
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83 95 is regarded as abſurd and DE Th 
Nay he tells us in the ſame * That 
Fheiſm is oppoſſte to Polyth A boch in 
4255 advantages and di eee Wm 
| -2 In-ſhort, in chat dente ecke i alike : 
in the Section before us every thing is is the 
ſame. So various in wiſdom is antient and 
modern Infidelity! However a difference 
between the Jewiſh and Egyptian Religion, 
he owns, there was. But it Was a difference 
only in DoGMAs 'T@0 FRIVOLOUS TO DE- 
SERVE ATTENTION ;- being indeed nothing 
more than this, whether "mankind AD 
fall down before a dog, a cat, 
or whether he ſhould - worſhip Voz 
the Univerſe. From this curious 880 DEE 
of our Author's ideas concerning 2 and 
' CexrxEMONITES, we cannot but conclude that 
he has ſet up for a writer againſt W 
before he had learned his Catechiſin. 
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19 46s Macuraver. ohſerves; * our 
" Philoſopher and Divine, that the doctrines 
<« of the Chriſtian Religion, (meaning the 
Cargo ic, for he knew no other) which 
recommended only paſſive courage and 


* Page 5859. Oe, 
bas Go * ſuffering, 


| Machiare). meant no ſuch ching. 
the ſupereſubtile Italian had wrote like this 
rambling! North-Briten. For it is nat the 
Catholiq Religion, ſo diſtinguiſned, but tha 
Gaſpel gl which gave Bbertin men the pies. 
dende of wat it Handelt be Her of = 
mankind; and fitted them far fr very amd fubjecs 
tian. But here a ſudden qualin damea ave 
our-Philoſaphes, He wos aſhamed of meu 
this of the Goſpel. And: Well he might. 
For, tho he ſays, the eb/ervarian is wee 
juſt, there never was a ranker calumny. 
Goſpel recommends no ſuch thing as pare 
courage and ſuffering, either with regard to 
the domeſtic invaders of qur-civit riglits, or 
to the foreign enemies of our county: An 
there are but one or two Hliterate and fana- 
tic ſects, of very ſmall extent, in the whole 
n world, who have fo 1 
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auge avid-fuſſering- it reromments bs uo wu 
ticular,” whoſe conſciences civil 
1 violated! | * + 1 gn 
e Goſpel 
had . nd e followers to 
ti arms aud repel ths er of the-dvil 
riaghſ rate; " when he abuſed bis wathority, 
in ſappreſſing wuth/ and the rights of con- 
feiende, whit tragical cxelamations' would 
chal ver men Have raiſed againſt the fucti- 
dus irt ef OhriManity ? | Tndeed, to our 
Author's ſhame be it ſpoken, the very con- 
ttaty of all this is the truth. The effects of the | 
Golpet” are toſt ſalutary to Hum Soviery : 
for by encouraging inquiry and by inſpiring 
4 fplrit of hberty in religions matters, it na- 
tarally inclines its followers to'eabty the fame 
OT iro" Cuil YOU) n 
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es this honeſt man city allow Hithfelf | 
at ce to calumniate the Religi 
of his country: ſormetimes and gr 
but er, 28 in the e ee „ 
he ebliqne way of Iaſmuation only, © 
Were there a Reſitibn” (and we nity 
dan  Mabometanifm of this mnconfiſtence) 
which ſometimes painted the deity in the 

6 « moſt ſublime colours, as the creatbr of 


G 2 ce heaven 
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8 cc indeed wou 


1 4 . 3 
00 heaven and earth; ſometimes degraded- 
1 him nearly to a level with buman creatures 
ee in bis powers and farulties; while at the 
« ſame timo it aſcribed to him ſaairable in.: 
. mities, paſſions and parti glities of the mn 
<« find: That Religion, aſter it muas eint, 
« would allo be cited as an inſtance of thoſe 
7 contradictions, which ariſe from the groſs, 
«vulgar, natural conceptions of mankind, 
, oppoſed to their continual propenſity to- 
te. Wards — and exaggeration. Nothing 
d prove more ſtrongly the di- 

4 Line origin of any Religion, than to find 
(ard happily this 15 the-caſe wth Cbriſtiani· 

« ty) that it is free from a contradiction fo 
cc incident to human nature... 
We ſee what the man would be at, thro 

- 4 his diſguiſes. And, no doubt, he would 
be much mortified, if we did not; tho' the 
diſcovery, we make, is only this, That, of 
all the ſlanders againſt „ this be- 
fore us is the triteſt, the dirtieſt and ok 
worn in the drudgery of Freethinking. 
but it may paſs with his friends. And — 
have my free leave to make their beſt of it. 
What 7 quote it for is only to ſhe the ran- 
cour of feaſt which pofſeles this unhappy 
man, and which could induce him to em- 


ploy an inſinuation againſt the JO: on 
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Chriſta Religions; not ihpefno weight in 
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OP te tm philolpiica Ver os 
«. our noleſy learned and philoſophical Na- 
1 turaliſt) diſcourſing of Relipjon, pretends 
te not to deliver any thing beyond ws 


« lities and appearances : Such was 
tt ſenſe and moderation! — — 


<- the: zealous Auguſtin inſults the noble Ro- 
b. men 06 in ten and ede. and 
a mg the moſt thorough belief and aſ- 


A Heathen poet; however, con- 


£ temporary with the Saint, ABSURDLY 
1 eſteems the religious ſyſtem of the latter, 
4 ſo falſe, that even the credulity of chil- 


« dren,” he ſays, could not en ge them to 
bo] believe it 22. i% 


From the fact, as hers delivered; v we Jet, 


chat the Pagans inſulted the Chriſtians, and 
the Chriſtians the Pagans, for the ſuppoſed 
abſurdity of each others ſyſtem. A 
And what then? Were their ſeveral ſyſtems 
equally abſurd ? 'This is what he would in- 

ſinuate, or his obſervation is impertinent. 

Yet does not Mr. David Hume inſult the 
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the mean dime, becomes of Naturaliſin 4 
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byt: amitated Varto's moderation, whic he 
commends;- inſtead of | Ainguftin's -chirough 


Aranse, which be 2 his. reader 
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„but for his ho- 
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world have thou 
is ſenſe and honeſty. 


peſty and 
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that g Heathen put, burt 30 bh 


with the Saint, ABSURDLY efteems the religi- 


ous 0 of the latter Ii. e. Chriſtianity] % 
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* Yrs, ad earn" For 
lian u, might be-fall as reaſonable. 
es ner me of Chriſtiamty, as Varro's | 


fot Paganifrt? 


mach. ani conſe thin Fhito's .tordefind, 
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Chriſtianity and Paganiſm; dee hut given us 
ſuch a xontineing proof im this very inſtance, 
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l. tha char even abr cradui _ le bs 
ſays, could nat engage — — 
here, Wherd be has benn: at the expence of 
ſo much fair dealing, he oughtto be indulg- 
ed in rewarding — Fir he has 


done in this modeſt infiouation, that Chfti> 3 | 


anity was f falſe and naufraus that even 
children could not be brought to ſwallow it. 
nn. he pleaſes of the d - 
diy of pars But whale one Philoſapher 
125520 the pocta of antient. ON Mar - 

pres Fn him either in abſurdity of 
fiction. I „he bers abnſes, 5 Chabr 
Dus RUrzurut Nustarlanvs. He tells 
You, hoe this poet reviles Chriſtiani: nd 
quotes the Pom, the bod, and the page. 
Would you ſuſpect all this ta be 4 flam, and 
not one word of truth, fram ito 
end?. Vet {© it is. Rutilus is ſpeaking! of 
a Jew, by name and title; and the Rites af 
Judaiſpr, . as they diſtinguiſh that Noligidin 
from all other, are this ſühject Arg 
B r s 1 4 
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«4 Bande ananal difleciate: ct 1140 
« Vexatos frutices, pulſatas imputat algas, 


* Damnaque hbatz grandia clamataque. 


60 Reddimus obſcænæ convicia debita genti, 
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C don blucg nahes 
| "The Pagan writers indeed uently con- 
found >, ſects of Total 288 Chriſti- 
anity, with one another. But here, there 
is not the leaſt room for that poor ſubter- 
fuge. - Rutilius ſ of] by name: 
and to ſhew us that he underſtood his ſub- 
ject, he reviles it for thoſe very rites, which 
are peculiar to Judaiſm ; namely, the di- 
ſtinction between clean and unclean : meats, 
circumcifion, and the Sabbath. Vet, if Lou 
will believe this honeſt man, Rutilius repre- 
Ffents'/CurisTIANITY: as ſo falſe; that even 


Zo believe it. And why ſhould You' believe 
him? He is a Philoſopher, a follower. of 
truth, and a virtuous man: One, (as he lays 
of himſelf) whoſe. errors ſhould be. &xcuſed, 
ON ACCOUNT OF THE CANDOUR: AND six- 
CERITY' WHICH ACCOMPANIES TT 


4 


* „ lier. Lin 1. v. e E. benen p. . Md, 


ehe 
| R E M A R 


the credulity of children could not engage them = 


* 


— % 4 


1 4 K 85 , Ke 
15 0 %K on” C4 es 8 —— 


Ar the 2555 98 8 ati 


« in Fey rainy action, would 
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. Whatever lber ⸗ 
| man) migbt uſe; in his writ 
| 510 converſation; he 
, the nel te f Dx 8 . 
no ISM ? 
60 n Even in his own family, and 
© to his wiſe, Tina, hom hs 
* truſted, he was willing to appear a devout 
 religioniſt ; and there remains a letter, da 
e dreſt w ber; in which he feriouft) degres 
cr her te offer a ſacrißce Eu | 
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his vanity, perverſentſs, and'love'of 
make him ! think at large, und wits 
at random) on 4 topic which erpoſes bis 
e Practice, _— ces cite, 
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epi of the reader ? By. no means. P 
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we muſt nerds think there was ſome it 
7 3 induced irn ee e 
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the conſidexations of truth” or falſhood)”to 
reſent che Nengiohiſte 48. either NAVES 
| 'Fogrs.. But this Aid tot co hi 
noble paion for miſchief. He g tw. 
chem Borir.”Unliickily'this could 2 be 
done * with6at à contradiction. 
them Kuuvetr, he was to Den e. 
— 2 chin =o 'believed another : 
Kean 4 f, ely r ot 12 Ii 
:yan ev 
cee we ſee, Was ons ton 
how he came fo needlefely to ſaddle Fae 
with the lye—T ALWAYS, fays he, e thrs 
argument 10 bern confeſs ſar ts my 
ea e my 
ell; having Adkindeta 10 ſhamefully he 
is for oil himſelf; and therefore Rips. 
into the ga N theſe two extremes; 
a a0 tenet; and ſo leaves all Neli- 
gioniſts, both antient and modern, in a kind 
of MIDDLE STATE, between Kaves and Fooks. 
His conciliating tenet, is this — * In the 
« mean time ſt is obvious, that the empire 
* of all religious faith over the underſtanding 
is wavering and uncertain, ſubject to all 
varie 
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In comparing the two Religions, Pag iſm 
and Chriſtianity, our Philoſopher: fin * 
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"4 2 eptive ag We ſee, is pe 
IS, py You - cannot reduce the, Profe 
9 8 aganiſm to an rſs, contradifion 
2% | s migbty. light a 
on men's winde. As to the firſt p FEAT. | 

_ = paganiſm, its incapacity of being 
1 to a cohtradiction, 5 op it has in e 
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